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THE DOCTRINE OF MILITARY IMPUTATION.

Immediately after the last repulse of our forces
at Olustee, in Florida, it was generally felt by the
public press that a scapegoat must be seleoted to
bear the patriotic indignation of the country at
such a calamity. It was admitted on all hands
that ‘“somebody had blundered.”” The only ques-
tion was, * Who shall bear the blame?” The
political friends of the Administration were quite

, uoanimously agreed in appointing General Skv-

MOUR, the commaadecr of our troops in Florida, to
perform the office of expiation demanded by the
melancholy occasion. The New York Evening
Post, than which the Republican party has no
more intelligent or influential organ, was among
the ioremcst to raise the hue and ery against this
officer. And, lest any body might suppose that he
was selected at random for the purpose of being

vicariously offered up to appease the military gods
of the nation, the reason of his imputed military
guilt was carefully assigned by our contemporar
when it deseribed him as an ¢ habitual contemner
of the negro race,” also of “negro troops,” and a
‘“yirulent pro-slavery men.” It is known that
these are the qualities which are judged to be in-
dispensable to a modern military soapegoat. A
Sevator, Mr. HENDERsSON, of Missouri, speaking
on the subject only a few days ago, remarked :
“Coungrees keeps up the old theme, devising ways and
means to eripple elavery. We avt as though s Presiden-
tisl proclumation agsinst slavery would eund the rebellion.
A disensed and morbid sentiment on the subject has epread
abrond. We want sowething done, after which no doubt
rewnins Lhat slavery is desd. ‘Lhis r stlessness loads us
into many errors. Bome of ue messure the eapaeity of
officers in the field, not 8o much by suceessful strategy
sgainst the enewy as by their sctivity in freeing slaves. In
our engeruess to sccowplish su end we lay & precedent
whieh, under chauge of eireumstances, may plaes cur own
wer, An illegal proels-
wation againet alavery comes | ke a mantle of charity to

. ewver 8 wultitude of faults. It is as the waters of the

Jordan, washing out the tmut of leproesy. He who is
koown to be anti-slavery may drive ten thoussnd
wen to unavailing slaughter. The country laments
the dead, but bovors the hero. Why not? Cewr lost
Dyrriscbium ; Hanpibal lost Zams:; Napoleon lost Lepsio
and Waterloo, The country may bleed, but the heart of
our bero is right.  He thst s thougat to be doubtful upon
this nll-absorbiog question s under coustant suspicion
Ten vor twenly suceesslul batties cun save hium. The tale
of an idiot agminst him is believed.”

Gen. Beymour, it seems, is not willing to bear
the burden of the lost battle at Ulustee in defer-
enee to this modern doctrine of imputation. In

a letter to the editors of the Evening Post he says:

 Pro-slavery sentiments—even in 8 moderate form—I1
never eutertaived. But I despise and scorn the hypoeriti-
csl and sanctimonious philsntbropy of some who are fat-
teviug— persovslly, pecumarily, sud politieslly—upon the
wrongs of the black, but who have beeo very carelul never
to ser him an exsmwple on the battle field. And that I bave
faittfully enrried out the desires snd commands of the
Guvernment, so far ss I bhave had command of colored
troope, the fullowing letters will beat show.”

Then follows an array of testimony from many
officers associated with Gen. Seymour which fully
exonerates him from the charges of the Evening
Post; and as that journal had particularly inveigh-
ed against Gen. teymour beoause of his alleged
“ contemptuous treatment of Robert Small, the
gallant colored pilot who brought the steamer
Planter out of the harbor of Charleston, and who
is one of the heroes of our war,” the General very
cogently produces a letter from Robert Small flatly
oontradicting the Post's statement. Gen. Bey-

;mour, we doubt not, was quite right in supposing,

a8 he does, that Robert’s testimony would be &
sglincher” with the Evening Post. Accordiogly
|+ cannot be disappoiuted to find ti at our contem-
;- rary makes honorable amends for the error into
whieh it fell when it pronounced him a bad Gencral
beoause of bis supposed opinions on ethnology and
polities. The Pust says:

In respect to Gen Beywour, whose brave services at

oter aud eleewhere we bave been slways prompi to
soknowledge, nud ngeinst whose courage or bonor no word
| we ever bees whispeied, we must observe that we have
sl nothing upon mers rumor or hearsay. Our remarks
huve been lvunded upon the letters of various correspond
ents, on whom we have had every resson to rely, and u
the personnl observations of one of our own etaff. ut
as be brings against these the testimony ol officers who
bive had better opportunities of wituessing his depoit-
went, we are bound 1o conmder his loiter & complete and
sutisfactory eXoucration, Let us add, that it gives us the

| g ostest pleasure to learn that we have been mistaken in

reghid to bis sentiments on slsvery and his treatment ot
the colored troops.  Hie vindiestion will also be read with
interent by a Inrge part of the loyal eommumty, which
desires to see ite soldiers, like the bumane sod ehivalrous
Bayurd, not vnly * without fosr,’ but * without reprosch’ "

THE BATTLES IN LOUISIANA.

The reader will find on the preceding page the
pest account we have yot received of the late
battles ' Louisiana. It comes to us by way of
New Orleass, and confirms previous reports of the
gncoess of out army on Saturday, the Oth instant.
Upon that day tha tables appear to ':ave been com-

. pletely turned upon teenemy The loases on both
sidos on both daysseem tohave been very severe, The
Cinfederates are supposed 1» have retreated upon
£l reveport. Gen. BANKS, it appears, was not
m & condition to follow them immediately.
ko careful reader will not fail to motice
ti t, mecording to the detailed reporis given to.
; (snd we have noticed the same fact in
meny lotters to Western nowspapers,) General
I nKs was in the field on the 8th instant, and
thut General 8ToNE, who was eliarged in the first
des pateh from Cairo with havicg been responsible
for the defeat of that day, is not mentioned at all,
v cpt for his brave and laudsble effort to save
« e of the guns which were eventually lost. The
("ot of the Bth seems to have resulted from over-
¢y fidence in the advance corps, which, when as-
+led by overpowering numbers of the enemy, it
v 4 found impossible to sustain by the other ad-
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CONTEMPT OF THE CONSTITUTION.

Itis one among the most depressing signs of
the times through which we are passing that a
large portion of the American people have come to
treat the Constitution of the United Btates with
¢ derision.” And in so saying we do not refer to
the armed insurgents, who have cast off allegiance
to its authority, and who are in league for its de-
struction. We refer to that class of self-styled
loyal men who, in the pursuit of their passionate
policy against the insurgents, have brought them-
selves to believe that in the conduct of the war
and in the adoption of all legislative measures
judged to be expedient for the present emergency,
they are emancipated from the lmitations and sanc-
tions of the Constitution. Hence the impatience
with which constitutional objeetions are scouted by
many who do not deem it worth their while to let
such objections stand in the way of their wishes
and purposes. It is held to be a sufficient reply to
all such objections to say that those who utter
them wish to make the Constitution ‘a shield for
traitors.”” And soit hag come to pass that pro-
fessedly ““loyal men'” vie with ¢ traitors” in
making the Constitution an objeet of derision.
The frantic violence of extremists on both sides
conducts to the same revolutionary coincidence of
theory, and makes these extremists mutual auxilia-
ries in the work of destroying the foundations on
which the fabric of our institutions once rested in
symmetry and strength.
Mr. Senator CoLLAMER, of Vermont, foreibly
referred, on the 15th instant, to this evil portent
of our times, while remarking on & bill to prohibit
speculation in gold, then pending in the Senate,
against which he had the presumption to bring a
conatitutional objection. He said:

“I do not with to occupy the time of the Senate
unless I am compelled to du so at some stage of this
business, by muking suy remarks about the Consti-
tution of the United States. I think it s subject almost of
derision here ; with many gentlemen it is an objeet of de-
rision. As it is 80 in & great messurs, and a man is
sneered at for mentioning the Counstitution, sod if be has
s decent respect for it und for his own oath be is ealled a
‘timid' man, I do not wish to take up much of the atten-
tion of & body where such & subject is treated iv such u
manner. I will merely say that Ido not see how we have
power to forbid people, or to regulate, if you please, peo.
ple in making matter of trade in relation to a bill of for-
eign exchavge, any more than in relation to suy other piece
ot property. Have you power to forbid the buying snd
selling of foreign goods because the buying snd selling of |
foreign goods, it 1s said, oceasions gold to be earried out
of the country? I do not see how we have the power,
where that power is found in the Constitution, by which
we can undertake to forbid pecple trading in su article
otherwise a lawful artigle of commerce. Foreign paper is
as much 8o as foreign goods sre. That is the trogbls I
bave with it I do not wuppose it is worth sny time.
The value of the time of the Senate is too great for we to
oecupy it in useless dissertations. .

“Mr. BHERMAN. Io reply to the SBenator [rom Vermont,
I will eny that I certainly ao pot object to & constitutionsl
po.nt being raised.

“Mr. CoLLamer. I did not spesk of il as if it eould be
made a puint of order cn any mau bere. [ Laughter ] It
has pot got quite to that. I do not think the gentleman
can make it & point of order.”

Another Republican Benator, Mr. TRuMBULL,
of Illinois, felt constrained a few days later to re-
buke this same tendency, while pointing out the
impoliey, not to say the iniquity, of treating con-
stitutional seruples with contempt. He said:

“The Beoator from Massachusetts (Mr. WiLsoN) snys
that my tone is ot the right one.  Perhaps it may pot be ;
but, #ir, if we have done any thing to wesken the power of
the patriolic paople to put down the rebellion, it has been
by assuming sction which the exigencies of the country
did vot require. We have a great work to do to save the
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this country, notwithstanding this rebellion, bave all their
oonstitutional righte to-day that they ever hsd; that it is
bad faith ou our part to deny them one of those constitu-
tional rights. It is no very high morality to iusist on that ;
it is a very low form of morality to deny it

*1 believe, Mr. President, that justice will be done and
the rights of freedom smply vindicated by passing the bill
u# it now stunds, repealing sll the acts but the net of 1703,
which, as 1 think, should remain on our statute-book, at
least until the final adoption of the constitutional sweud-
ment, which we have psssed through this body with euch
an approach to uusnimity, abolishing slavery throughout
the territury of the United States, and makiog our land,
should it be adopted, really free, when it will bs a happy
and glorious country, I know that in making such asser-
tions as these I subject myself to eriticism from certain
sources. I will not st this bour of the day undertake to
argue upon that eriticism. I will sinply read a passnge
from Guizot's Memoirs, published ounly a few years ago.
volume one, pages 46, 47. I need not, of course, ssy te
the SBenate who Guizot is—the scholar, the statesman, the
philosopher, the Christian &hihnlhropi-t of his age and
time; who, like Cardinal Wolsey, hag ‘sounded all the
depths and shoals of honor;' like him served his kiog
zenlously and well, but his country, bis fellow-men, and
his God far better:

' I recognise no greater danger to free institutions than
that blind syruuny whieh the habitnal fanaticism of partian
¢bip, whetler of & fuction or & rmall segment, pretends to
exercise in the name of hiberal idens.

** Are you u stuunch advocate for constitutiona) govern-
ment and political gnurantees? Do you wish Lo live and not
in co-operation with the narty which hoists th s standard ?
Hen' unce at once {our judgment and your indeprnd=nes
In that party you will find upon all quesiions and under all
circumstnces opinions ready formad and reeolations sertled
beforehand which assrme the right of yeur eutire control.
Self evident facts arein op+n contiadicti n to these opinions—
you are (orbidden to ree tham. Powerful obataclés oppose
the e resolutions—you are uot allowed to think of them
Equ ty and prudence uggest circumspection—yon must cast
it uside. You ure in presence of a superstitious credo and a
rvpnlm— puesion, Do not nrgne—r u wou'd uo longer be &
iberal. Do vot oppese—you would be lo. ked npon us & me-
tiuser. Obey, advance—no matier at what pace you me
urged or on wh.t road. Il‘;on cense to be a eluve, you in-
etantly become a deserter !'

““Mr. President, I think the lessons of hietory and our own
experience sll tesch us that in the tryiog daye m which
we are called to live our hope, our safety is in banding
ourselves together to sustain the Constitution of our
ecuntry.”

The contempt of the Constitution deplored by
these enlightened friends of the Ad uinistration,
or, if not always the contempt of that instrument
where it stands in the way of the passion cherish-
ed for the hour by the dominant majority, at least
the prevalent intolerance of all loyal opposition to
any measure of policy on constitutional grounds,
portends infallibly one of two things: either the
sure subversion of our civil institutions, or a sure
political reaction against the maxims which incul-
cate the duty of passive submission to the be-
hests of party. The friends of the Administration
have it within their power to avert the one and
the other of these cousequences by foll wing the
rule of duty which Senator Trumbull prescribes to
himself and his party when he advises against
even ‘‘the appearance of violating the Constitu-
tion.”” But it is greatly to be deplored that either
he or any other Senator should conceive himsclf
to be under the nerestity of inculeating such an
elementary prineiple of political morality, and that
for simply obeyiog his clear convicticus of consti-
tutional duty a Senator like Mr. Foster should be
called to mske defence as if replying to an inju-
rious sccusation. There may bo toleration where
there is no liberty, but there can be no liberty
without toleration.

It is known to our readers that in the discharge
of our duty as independent journalists we have
scmetimes felt ourselves laid under the obligation
of dissenting from the practical expedieney or con-
stitutional rightfuluess of particular messures of
policy adopted by the present Administration.
And for the candid but moderate expression of

eountry, save the Constitutson, save constitutionsl liberty,
We want the arms and the help of sl the people of the
loyal States., We want to get up no divisions about whe- |
ther women's nights should prevail, or sbont eatablishing |
for a temporary purpose, in some (ar-off Territory, a prin.

eiple that is to al sod divide loyal men and friends

of the Guvernment. Sir, it isof s pirce with sucther de-

clarstion that I bave heard sometimes in this chamber,

and have alwsys regrotted when I bave heard it, and that |
war, that it wattered not whether s thing was constitu |
tional or wot. Bir, this Government eaunot be saved,
eonatitutionsl liberty cannot be saved, unless we save it
under the Constitution. We are fightiog for liberty regu-
Inted by law—for conatitutional liberty ; and, wo far from !
men{thsni.nn the Government, so far from weskening the

rebeliion, you divide the loyal sentiment of the North, you

aid rebellion, wheuever you undertake to do an set with-

out coustitutional suthority. What is 1t that divides the
loyal peopls 7 How is it that there is an opposition in the

Northern States 7 On what is it based? It is under the
pretence that the Government, in its effort to put down
thin rebellion, ban usurped authority, bas mesumed to it-
velf powers not warranted by the Conatitution. 1 think
these charges are not always just. 1 know they are not ;
most frequently they are unjust, But I would avoid, if I

could, the appearanes of & vislation of the Constitution."

The necessity of a loyal adherence to the Con-
stitution in this time of public danger was also
eloquently asserted by Mr. Senator Foster, of
Conncotiout, on the 20th instant, while discussing
the proposition to repeal all statutes for the recla-
mation of fugitive slaves. He spoke thus:

“ Our politieal salvation is in the Constitution. Let
men think or say what they will; let them imagine that
exigencies or so oalled necessities may arise where we had
better step aside from the Constitution, we delude our-
selves il we think we can abandon that ivetrumwent and
go on to vietory. The path of glory is bere the psth of
duty, the path of the Constitution; and divergenes from
it s dangerous. In time of public danger, when our poo-
ple are tried to their utmost power of endurance, the na-
tional life imperilled, I am willing to go as far us can be
gone with safety 1o fincing suthority in the instrument for
thie exercise of positive sod summary powers; 1 am will
ing to strain the Coostitution so far us it is possible; but
atter all the Constitution is and must be our sheet anchor
If we part the cable that holds us to that our gallaot ship
of state will be adrift, snd will soon be dsshed upon the
rooks now covered with the wreeks of lormer days, and
the rieh treasures of the present sod the most glorious
hopes of humsnity for the future with which that ship is
frrﬁhhd will all perish together. * * *

*1 agree with those who think that slavery has been
one of the efficient causes of this rebellion, the ¢flicient
cnuse, the moving power, and I agree with Beosturs in
ny desire to see that institution blotted vut from the earth
st as early & day ae by possibility it ean be properly done.
1 go with men here and erery where in all lawiul endos.
vors to put an end to this institution, and to put such sn
end to it as aball be final. But I eannot subseriba to the
morality that because eartain men in certain Siates of the
Union, notuated by the love of alavery aud the desire that
that interest should be a permavent and paramount inte-
rest in the ecuntry, have risen up and attemptad to strike
at the vitals of this Government and to overthrow it, there

fore we are relivved from all constitutional vbligations.
“1f this be Lrue in regard to & portion of those inhabit-
ing the slave Btates, it is not true of the whole, As to all
the Biates in rebellion of course there is no question
There are cortan of the slavo States who yot keap fnith
;nh m woll ne n -.rl:i thu.b S 'I‘]hro :‘; the Bhuuni
Ary represen re by stinguished geotle.
man who is 8o able to represent either ugo State 5r the
and his most worthy and

riotie , unfortunately absent because of »
serious . There is the State of Kentucky ;
thera ie the State of Missouri; there Js the State of Lrels

ware; thess Btates have not gone out of the Union even
mnlﬂ. No Siate ean go out, in my opwion, but those
bave nominally, oor have they made any attemp
to go out of the Union. Are we at liberty 1o disregard

all our eonstitutional obligationa to

our opinions to this effect it has been our fortune
sometimes to incur obloquy and misrepresentation,
proceeding generally, it is true, from quarters
which did not make it more difficult to bear than
the similar impatience of opposition which we
were called to meet under the dynasty of the so-
called “slave power,”” whcs: measures of policy
wo could not approve, however convenient or pro-
fitable it might have been for vs then, as now, to
run with the current. It is pleasant to be “in
the mejority,” but when “ the majority” is on one
side and the Constitation and truth sre on the

other we shall always seck to range oursclves with
the latter.

INVERTED LOGIC.

The Washington politieal eorrespondent of the Boston
Recorder, a religious journal, writiog from this eity under
date of the 16ih instant, expresses the opivion that the
proposed amendment of the Coustitution prohibiting slavery
will be the privcipsl element io the approaching Presiden-
tial conleat, and adda:

““ Aol 0 the world moves.  In 1860 Mr. Lincoln was the
cavdidate of the Kepublicans, standivg on w pistform that
protiibited wny interference with slavery in the H'atea,
He is elecied, nod within two years issues a proclsmation
nbolishing slnvery in sll the States ; and 1 two years more
he ia the candidate of a party whose chief element of union
liea in an smendment abolishing slavery in the United
Bintes forever! Burely God's ways are not our ways, and
we can afford, at his bidding, to pass through the R d Sea
of war, sisughter and debt, to be brought iuto & free land ;
freeing all our institutions,”

If ** God's ways are not our ways” it would be eurious {o
know by what process of inverted logie the writer is sure
that the *“ way" io which we are making war is God's way !
A little more reversnoe in the interpretation of the counsels
of Him whose * judgments are unsearchable, and whose
ways are past finding out,” would not, we hombly subant
disoredit the piety of one who writes for & religions journal.

REBEL ATTACK ON PLYMOUTH, (N. C.)

Correspondence of the Phi'adelphia Inguirer.
sucoeaded in cutting away the flsg mast at the fort. This
was teplaced, and the “Stars and Stripes’ again Aoated
definuily in the face of the lve, and gallantly did the foree
within defend it.

The rebels then advanced slowly forward, gradually and
earefully feeling their way up to within & sbort disiance
of the fort, when they made an impetuous chargs. They
were received with a galling fire, which thinned their
ranks and onused them 1o fall back.  Again and again they
rallied and endeavored to take the citadel by fores, but to
no purpose,  Each time they were repulsed with feariul
slaughter. They retired, their artillery still keopiog up
the fire.

The rebel force menncing Plymouth ‘s reported as be-
ing irom ten to fifieen thoussod strong, the eavalry being
under the eommand of Gen. Raosom. Gen, Wessels is
in eommand of the Unioo forees. He has Plymouth well
fortified, and it in pr d impreguable. In front of
the town are stationed several gunbonts. They have done
good serviee, and will eontinue to do more. They have
und to stand slresdy mueh of the brunt of Jhe engsgement
['he rebels’ artillery fire has been directed on them, aud it
w snid that on the guoboat Bombabell several bave been
killed nod wounded.  All the citizens bave leit Plymouth,
andebho most of them are quartered on Koanoke leiand,
Several of the rebel shelln feil in the towan.

It is rumored that the rebels bave also made a demon-
ateation simulianecus with this in the vieinity of Newbern.

I'ne Confeder tes bave s great auxiety to redesm the Miate
of North Caroling, as they ses that it is fast receding from
their grasp.  Though they may use exertions almost super-

Btates? I hold that all the oitizens

buman, they will find that the Union arms can cope suc-
\ouduny with any foroe they may bring.

THE BATTLES IN LOUISIANA.

—

A THREE DAYS' FIGHT, ENDING IN A UNION
VICTORY.

New Orleans journals of the 16th instant fur-
nish some further and highly interesting particu-
lars of the late batiles in Louisiana. The sub-
joined account is copied from the New Orleans
Kra, which deemed it probable that another en-
gagement would be fought at an early day, as i
had “learned on good authority that Gen. Banks
expressed the intentio: of giving battle once more
as s00n 88 opportunity offered.”

THE ADVANCE AND FIRST PIGHT.

Our srmy broke camp at Natebitoohes on the morning
of the Gth instant, and marched out on the Shreveport
road, the oavalry ndvaneing twenty-one miles and resting
for the night at Crump’s Hill, the infantry halting three or
four miles to the rear, on the banks of a bayou. Oa the
following morning at daybreak the esvalry again started,
and came upon & body of mounted rebels bafore they had
marched two miles. Fighting began at once, and the en-
emy were rapidly driven befora our troops. Tbhis running
style of fight was kept up for fourtean miles, until they
had got two miles beyond Pleassnt Iill. Here a force of
two thousand five hundred rebel cavalry, commanded by
Geo. Green, were found strongly posted on Wilson's plan-
tation. The rebels were deployed along the edge of &
demso strip of woode, with an open field in front, over
whieb we had o charge to resch them.

The ouly Union soldiers that had advaneed far enough
to take part |n the fight, which was inevitable, was the
oavalry brigads of Lee's corps, commanded by Col. Harry
Robinson, As he had either to attack or be attacked, he
decided to take the ivitiative, and he led his men in with
such n dash aud vigor that at last the enemy was com-
pletely whipped and driven from the field, The engage-
ment lasted two hours and s balf, an i our losses mmounted
to about forty killed snd wounded, the enemy’s being at
least as many. Col. Robiuson pursued the retreating re-
bels as fur ss Bayou du Psul, where he found they had
received hesavy reinforcements, includiog four pieces of
artillery, and were sgain in line of battle waiting, attack
It was nearly dark, and the risk being too great in sgain
attacking with bis small foree, he placed his men in the
wost sdvantageous position available and awaited the pro-
grees of events. Nothing further was sccomplished on the

firat day.
SECOND DAY'S FIGHT.

During the night a brigade of infantry, commanded by
Colonel Landrum, eame up, and early in the morning of
the following duy (Friday, the =Sth) the march was re-
sumed. The rebels were found to be on the slert and
reany for the fray, and fighting opened slinost at onee.

The dispusition of our foress at the begioning of this
day’s battle was : Colonel Lundrum’s infautry brigade on
the right of the Bhreveport rond, and Colovel Lucss's
cavalry brigade on the left. The skirmishing was fierce,
and every foot of ground won from the enemy bead to be
taken by hard kuocks; but at two o'clock in the alter.
noon our forces hud eowpelled the enemy to retreat seven
miles. Our loss, 58 well as the snemy's, was very severe
during this time—Lieut. Col Webb. of the 77th Illinois,
sbot through the bead and instantly killed, and Captain
Breese, commanding Oth Missouri ecavalry, severely
wounded in the arm, being asmong the casualties on our
side.

The enemy was now met in strong foree, under com-
mand of General Kirby Bmith. That Generals Dick Tay-
lor, Mouton, Green, ard Pries were also there, was after-
wards ascertsined from prisoners, who also atated that
they had under them from eighteen to twenty-two thou-
sand men, while oor force wass comparatively & mere
handful. The rebels occupied s strowg poreition in the
vicinity of Babive Cross Roads, eoncealed in the edge of a
dense wood, with an open field in front, Shreveport road
passing through their lines.

Gen. Ravsom, srriving on {he fisld with his eommand,
formed his line ne well aa circumstances would parmit,’
alter reconnoitering and feeling the rebel position. Col
Emerson's brigade, of the Thirteenth Corpa, was stationed
on the left of the live, with Nims's Massachusatta Battery ;
Col Landrun's forcer, part of two brigades, on the right
and centre, with Ruwles's Battery G, Fifth Reguolars, snd
& battery of the Firat Indiann Artillery in rear of his right
sud eentre. Col. Dudley’s brigade of eavalry (of Lee's
curps) supported the i+ 0t, snd beld itsell in readivess to
repel any sttempt to flavk, while Luens protected the
right flapk. Col. Robinson, with his brigade, was in the
rear of the contre, protecting the wagon train, which was
on the Shreveport road.

Gen, Banks and siafl rode upon the field by the tima this
disposition of our forces was effected, and word was sent
back to Gen Frauklin to make all speed for the scens of
the momentarily expectad battle, It was the design of
Gen Bavks to remain quiet until the remainder of his
army came up, and then open the battle bimself; but
Kirby 8mith, knowing his own superiority in numbers,
began the coufl et before they eould arrive

About five o'clock the fining between the ekirmishers
became very hot, and in s short time our skhirmish line
was driren back upon the maio body by an overwhelming
fores. The whle strength of the enemy was then ad-
vanoed, and bLsavy and repested volleys were discharged
and replied to on our right snd centre. Boon this portion
of our line beesme heavily engaged, and all our available
streogth was required to prevent ita being erusbed by the
masses of the enemy

Qur left, whieh was now also hotly fighting, was necas-
sarily much weskened, nnd it was observed that a strong
body of the enemy was massiog in & dense pisce of woods
preparatory to dashing down aod flsukiog this end of the
line, The danger was plain and imminent ; but there was
no remedy. Gen. Stone orderad Gen. Lee to have Nims's
battery withdrawn, although it was doing great exe-
cution, in order that it might not become a prize to the
suewy, snd Gen. Lae wseot bis aid-de-eamp, Colonel J. 8.
Briabin, to withdraw the battery. On reachiog the point
its removal was fiund impossible, nearly every one of the
horses having boen killed. In a fow moments more a solid
mass of the rebels swept down upon the spot and four of
the guns were iaken, the other two being dragged from
the field by hand.

The bavoe made in the ranks of the enemy at this point
is represented na appalling, the whole six guoe belching
forth double charges of grape and canister, and some five
orsix ronnds were fired betwean the-time the rebels lait the
woods until the artillerymen were foreed irom their pisces
An the rebels were in mase, the executivn such a shower
of missilen cauned oan enmly be imagined. The two senior
officers of the battery ware wounded, Lisut. Bnow mor-
tally, bo having sioes died. The forces that made this
charge were commanded by the rebel Gen. Moulon, who
fell shot through the boldy with four balls.

The fightiog on all parts of our line was now at short
range, and, to use the expression of one of the partiol-
pnnts, * we were holding oo by the skin of our teeth only.”
It was known that Franklin's troops bad been sent for, snd
anxious and wistful were the glances ecast to the rear.
Gen. Cameron, with his brigade, came up, and going into
action at onoe on the right, where the battle again waxed
hotteat, cro ted the impression that the veterans of the
Nivetesnth bad arrived, and a glad and exultant shout
went up from our wearied and desperately situsted little
band.

Thin beliel was strongthened by the arrival of Gen.
Franklin, who dashed boldly into the thickest of the fray,
oap in hand, snd cheering on the men. (en. Banks, toos

seomed ubiquitous, riding wherever the men wavered, and
by personal exawple inciting them to renewed deeds of
daring and reckless valor. Cols. Clark and Wilson, with
other members of the staff, sabre in hsnd, mized with the
soldiers on foot aod on horseback, snd cheered and en
coursged them to continue the uvequal fight, Bat buman
beings could not louger withstand such fierce and over-
powering ovslsughta as our men were bearing up against,
aud our line finally gave way st sll points, and the men
fell baok, fiercely coutesting the ground they yielded.

Unfortunstely & sad mishap bofell them at this time.
The lurge and cumbersome wagon train blocked up the
way; the frightened horses dushed through the infantry
lines, entangled themselves with the artillery, and created
8 momentary but unfortunste confusion. This gave the
rebels, who were rapidly pressing us, possession of several
pieces of artillery. Gen. Franklin was conspicious during
this part of the day, rallying the men, and two horses
were killed under him. Capt. Chapman, of his staff, had
both feet taken off him by a round shet, and the horse of
Capt. Franklio was killed at the same time.
The enemy fillowed our men step by step for three and
& half mi'es, but he was advancing to meet » fearful retri-
bution. The Niueteenth Army Corps had been ordered
Yo stop and form its line of battle ; the retrenting Union
troops passed through this line and formed in the rear.
The rebels, ihinkiog they had repulsed our whole army,
dashed impetuously on, and thought the line, but half viai.
ble in the woods before them, was another faeble but des-
perate stand of a few men.
Gen. Ewory commauded this force, consisting of two
full brigades, and he ordered the fire to be reserved until
the rebels were within short range, when from both io-
fantry and the artillery, posted thickly along this line, &
storm of iron and lead was hurled upon the foe that liter-
ally mowed them down. The rebels halted in amazement,
but still they fought bravely. Vollay sfter volley wae dia-
charged from each side full into the ranks of their oppo-
nents, but neither gave sigus of yieldiog, and night chari-
tably threw her mantle over the ghastly scene, and en-
forced a cessation of hostilities.
The two divisions under command of Gen. A. J. 8mith,
belonging to the Sixteenth and Seventeenth Army Corps,
bad renched Pleussnt Hill, and were there hslted. Genersl
Baoks determined to withdraw his army to that poist for
the sske of the udvantageous position which he could there
occupy, knowing that the enemy would follow what they
supposed to be & demoralized army.
In accordance with this plan of operations, sll our men
were qifietly withdrawn from the enemy's front, and the
line of warch taken up for Pleasant Full. Tbis conjune-
tion of his forces was satisiactorily effzeted, and the result
confidently awaited. So well was the movement conduct-
ed that slthough the firet body started at ten o'elock, and
the romainder were not all under way until nearly day,
the rebels had not the slightest suspicion of what was go-
ing on.

THE THIRD DAY'S FIGHT,

At seven o'clock on Saturday moruing, the 9th, our
forees were all at Pleassut Hill, and the rebels were ad-
vanciug, eavalry in front, endeavoring to discover our po-
sition.  Colonel O. P. Gooding, with his brigade of Lee's
cavalry corps, was seut out on the Shreveport rosd to
meet (he enemy and draw him on. He had gone sbout a
wile when he came upon the rebel advance. Ekirmirhiog
immediately ensued, snd, sccording to the plan, he slowly
fell back.
The fight was very sharp between these cavalry bodivs,
and Col Goodiug lost nearly forty men killed and wound
ed. infl cting, however, as much damsge ms be receivad.
Awmong his carusities sre Capt. Becker and Lieut. Hall,
ol the Becond New York veteran cavalry. Lieut. Hall
has since died of bis wounds. Col Gooding made & par.
row escape, a ball passing through snd tearing the erown
out of his bat sod grazing the skiu. The brigade b haved
very gallactly, covering Gen. Emory's front until his line
was formed i
The  ttle-field of Pleasant Hill i a large, open field,
which had once been cultivated, but is now overgrown
with weeds and bushes. The slightly elevated centre of
the field, from which the name of Pleasant Hill is taken,
is nothing more than a long mound, hardly worth the name
of hill. A semi-eircular belt of timber runs round the field
on the Shreveport side,
Gen. Emory formed his line of battle on the side faciog
these woods, Gen MeMillan's brigade being posted on the
right, Gen. Dwight's on the eentre, and Col. Benediet on
the left, Taylor's battery, L, First Regulars, had four
guns in resr of the left wing, on the left of the Bhreveport
rosd, and two on the road in rear of Gen Dwight's live.
Hilberd's Vermont Battery was on the right.

In the rear of Emory, and soncealed by the rising ground,
were Gen. Bmith's tried troops, formed ' two lines of bat-
tle, fifty yards apurt. All his artiliery was in the froot
line—a pieos, section or battery being on the flank of esch
regiment—the infaatry lying between them. Tbe Thir-
teenth corps was a reserve in the rear, under Gen Came-
ron—Gen. Racsom baving been wounded the day before.
Gen Smith was commander-in chief of the two lines back
ot the erest, while Gen. Mower was the Immediate com-
mander of the men. The commander of the right brigade
in Gen. Swith's firet line was Col. Lyneh; the left brigade
was Col Shaw's. The second line also consisted of two
brigndes—the nght under control of Col, ~— and the left
commanded by Col Hill. Crawford’s Third Indiana bat-
tery was posted on the right of the Eighty-ninth Indiana
infantry, and the Ninth Iudiana battery on the right of the
line of battle, The Miussouri Bun battery and others whose
onmes and numbers we could not ascertain were aleo in
this section of the battle,

The skirmishing was kept up with contiderabls vigor
until about five o'elock in the afternoon, when 1he rebels
nad completed their arrangements for the attack. At
about this bour General Emory’s skirmish line was driven
in, on the right, by the rebels, who sppeared in Inrge
foree, coming through the timber above mentioned. The
rebels soon reached the open ground, snd moved on to the
attack in threa lines of buttle, Our batteries and infantry
opened with teirible effect, doing great slaughter with
grape and oanniater, while the enemy's srtillery, being in
the woods and in bad position, did searcely any damage,
Colonel Benediel’s brignde on the left waa first en.
gaged, soon followed by Dwight's and MeMillan's. The
fighting was terrific; old soldiers any it was never sur-
pansed for desperation. Notwithstanding the terrible
bavoe in their ranks, the enemy pressed fiercely on, slowly
pushiag the men of the Niueteenth Corpe back up the hill,
but not breaking their line of battle. A sudden and bold
dush of the rebels on the right gave them possession of Tay
lor's battery, and foread our line still farther back.

Now came the greand coup de mam. The Nineteenth,
on arriving al the top of the hill, suddenly filed off over the
hill and passed through the lines of Gen Bmith, We must
hers mention that the rebely were now in but two lines of
battle, the first baviog been slmost sunibilated by Gen.
Emory, what remained being forsed back into the second
line. But the two lines eame on exultaot and ware of vie-
tory. ‘The first passed over the knoll, and, all besdloss of
the long line of eannoos and erouching forme of as brave
men ss ever trod mother earth, pressed on, The second
line nppeared on the orest, and the death signal was sounded.
Words cannot describe the awful effocta of this discharge.
Seven thousand riflas and several batteries of artillery,
each gun loaded to the muzzle with grape snd canter,
were fired simultaneously, and the whole centre of the
rebel line was erushed down ma s field of ripe wheat
through which a toroado had passed. Itis estimated that
one thousand men were hurried into eternity or frightiully

charge, and his men dashed rapidly firward, the boys of
the Nineteenth joining in. The rebels fought boldly and
desper.tely back to the timber, on reaching whieh s large
portion broke and fled, fully two thoussnd throwing sside
their arma.

Io this charge Taylor's battery was relaken, as were also
two of the guos of Nime's battery, the Parrott gun thken
from us at Carrion Crow last fall, and one or two others
belonging to the rebels, one of which was couaiderably
shattered, besides seven hundred prisoners, A pursuit and
desultory fight was kept up for three miles, when our men
returned to the field of battle.

And thus ended this fearful and bloody struggle for the
control of Western Louisiana.

CASUALTIES. ;
Bome of | the easualties among officers are specially
noticed. We insert the names of those mentioned who are
above the grade of lieutenant :

Ki!tn_d.—(}ul Beoediet, New York ; Col Webb, Ilinois;
Col Mix, New Yo k; Lieut Cul, Newbuld, Iowa; Capt.
Biack. lows ; Licut Col. Lindsay, Obio.

Wounded —Brig. Gen. Ransom; Col Rubinson. Louisi-
ana; Lieat Col. Car and Cul. Green; Cupt Chapman, of
Gen. Fraokiin's staff; Col. Vanes, Ojio; Lisut  Col.
Cowen, Kentucky; Capt. Mores, Loui-iaon; Capt Me-
Calli uh, Hlinow, missing ; Capt. Steurn, missing ; Capt.
Morse, Indison; Capt. Markisn, New Yurk ; Col Crew,
New York; Lieut. Col. Green; Capt. King, New Hamp-
shire ; M-jor Mano, Kentucky ; Capt. Mabler, Louisiana;
Major R-ed, Illinos, missing; M jor Royal B Whitmaa,
Maine; Col Nmerson, Mamne; Capt. Breess, Missouri;
Cuapt. Becker, New York.

Among the rebels taken prisoners are three lioutenant
colonels and a'x majors.

THE LATE GENERAL TOTTEN.

War DeEPARTMENT,
Adjutant General's Office,
Washington, April 23, 1564,
Another, and among the last, of the heroes of our ** Se-
cond War of Independence,” is gone. Brevet Mrjor
Geperal Joseru GiLpent ToTTEN, Chief of Engineers
of the U. 8. Army, departed this life on the 224 instant, in
this city,in his seventy-sixth year.
Gen. TorTEN was born August 234, 1788, in New Ha-
ven, Connecticut, snd graduated st the Militsry Acsdemy
in 1805, from which he was promoted to the Corps of En-
gineers, and, with u brief interval, from 1806 to 1808, con-
tinued in that arm of service, passing honorsb'y through
every grade until he beeame, in 1815, Chiel Eugineer of
the Army. The Beunte, before his desth, unanimously
confirmed his nomination by the President to be * Major
General by brevet, for long, fmthful, and eminent ser-
vices." -
Gen. Totten's military eareer, of more than balf & cen-
tury, hna been oue of contivued unsefulness und distinguish-
ed services. In 1812 he was ealled to the field to as-
sume the srduous and responsible position of Chief Engi-
neer of the Army, oo the Nisgara frontier, where be to k
& conspicuous part in the attack on Queenstown Heights,
and the following year an the capture of Fort George,
Upper Canada, nnd repulse of the Bratish flotills on Linke
Ountario. In 181314 he beeame Chief Engineer of the
forees sucerssively commanded by Genersls Wilkinaon,
Izard, and Macomb; was in the attack on La Cole Mull,
Lower Canada, and the battle of Plsttsburg. lo this
brief war Gen. Totten won the respect sud sdwirstion of
bis brother officers, and the marked approbaton of the
Government, which eonferred upon him two brevets fur
his meritorious and distivguished sarvices. Oun the return
of peace his high professional sbilities were onslled into
aotivity an tha Roard of Engineers which projected our
extended line of lake defences and seaconst fortifications.
Thene works, most of which were planned by himself, are
the enduring monuments to bis wemory. In the war with
Mexico Gen. Bcott summoned bis early companion-in-arma
to aid h m in the siege of Vers Cruoz, where, for bis * gal-
Isnt and meritorious conduct,” Gen. Tutten was breveted
a Brigadier Geoersl. For the past tweuty-s x years he
has bern at the head of the Eogineer Department, ad-
ministering with untiring devotion, spotless iutegrity, and
aignal ability the varied dutibs, the financial responsibili-
ties, sud the professional labors of that arm of service, so
essentinl to our national delence.
In addition to Gen. Totten's multiplied military avoea-
tions, he was an active member of the Laght-Flouse Board,
from it organization in 1552 ; & Regent of the Smith-
sonian Jostitution from its establishment by Congress in
1946 ; & Corporator of the National Acsdemy of Scieuces,
ereated in 1503 ; one of the Harbor Commissinnera for the
eitive of New York and Boston, and & member of many
scientifie nemoeintions.
Distirguished for urbanity of manner, genial social
qualities, and that great moral excellenes which adorns
the ebristisn soldier and gentleman, he has left behind an
exalted reputation, worthy the emulstion of his brother
officers, and which his surviving children may well regard

a8 & pr.oeless legaey.
As 8 tiibute to his memory, the officera of the Corps of
Engineers and Military Academy will wenr the jreseribed
badge of mourning for thirty daye; aud the day after the
reception of thin order at the Military Aeademy balf-bour
guna will be fired there from sunrise to sunset, sud the
pationa! flag be displayed at half-mast,
By order of the Secretary of War:

E. D. TOWNSEND,

Asnistant Adjutant General.

GENERAL ORDERS, )
No. 179, »

THE NEW YORK BANITARY FAIR.

NEw Yonk, Aprir. 24 — he Sanitary Fair clorad last
night, baving realized $1.011 000, The result of the sword
voting wan for Graot 30,201, for MeClellan 14,500, soat-
tering 163 The naval sword was voted to Com. Kowan,
Admiral Farragut beiog next highest.

[The voting for the military sword at the closs of the
polls on Friday night stood as follows : v

MO . oo cans conssamsss annerssansn 0002
GEMBE. i oL bbaheanistunivn sont wsmu unsns SATH
Boalloriag ooon cocuvnctnicssancsane nenan 137

Total votes oast...cueioneee oo cens .o 18 4]
MeClellan's @AJOrity . .oovensns anasaaas 1620
There had been no excitement about the naval sword,

and on Friday night the vote stood as follows :

Farragut ... .... wsewresest. WO
Rowab.ce... 101
Dupoot ........ 20

Towards the end of the Fair it was determined to closs
the voling for the military sword (and probably both) at
two o'clook on Ssturdsy afternoon, and from that time
until eight o’el ok in the evening to receive subseriplions
therefor in sealed envelopes or ballta. It appesrs lrom
the foregoing despateh that as many if not more voles wors
recsived setretly withinthe Inat #ix hours than wers openly
received during the whola period of the Fair, w hieh eon-
tinued for three weeka, |

crss ssssmsns maen sans Bt

The tract of land in Libarty diatrict, Frederick connty,
(Md ) known as the ** Hobba Farm,” was sold & low yoars
ago at $5,000, Since then it changed bands several
times, and recently » party in Philalelohis becams toe
purchaser at §125,000 It in reported that largs and very
rioh deposits of copper ore have baen diseovered on thia

Lanoiters 18 TrovsLk —A correspondent of the Chi-
eago Jouroal, writing from Chattanoogs, statea that four
bundred men from tbe North, employed as Government
Isborers on the railroads m that department, have been
pard off and discharged for turbulent conduct, and are sud
to be eonsigned, under a guard, to the regiona beyond the
Ohio.

A WARNING —A man wae deteced in Bo:ton imserfing
a faleo marriage m one of the pewspapers  He wan ar-
reatod, tried, nod punished with the utmonst severity, ex-
pisting his arime by confinement in & prisci. Peorsuns

mang ad by this one discharge. No time given them

to recover theic good order, but Glen, Swith ordered a

who undertake to impose upon the public and newspapers
in this manner aholllx understand that they sre Lable to
be shut up in & prison for doing so,




